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COURT REPORTER (full text of court’s written | DIGESTS OTHER SOURCES
decision) (Subject arrangement | (Background
of cases) information)
UNITED STATES
SUPREME United States Reports United States Supreme Guide to the U.S.
COURT US | Main Ref JK 1561 U5 Court Digest Supreme Court
KF101.1 U55 KF 8742 W567 1997
United States Supreme Court Reports. Lawyers Main Ref Main Ref
LEd | Edition.
Led2d | Main Ref JK 1561 U51 Coverage: 1789-1997 [Instructions for finding | Encyclopedia of the
court cases by subject Supreme Court
Also full text on: using digests is on the KF 8742 A35 s54
LexisNexis Academic: Legal Research/Federal reverse side of this 2005
Case Law/Supreme Court guide.] Main Ref
http://www.library.ucsb.edu/databases/
(UCSB faculty/ students only) American
Jurisprudence 2d
Legal Information Institute, Cornell University KF 154 A42
http://supct.law.cornell.edu/supct/ Main Ref
FEDERAL
COURTS OF West’s Federal Reporter West’s Federal American
APPEAL F3d | Main Ref KF 127 F4 Practices Digest Jurisprudence 2d
F2d (4 editions—each covers | KF 154 A42
F Also full text on: a specific time period) Main Ref
LexisNexis Academic: Legal Research/Federal KF127 M635
Case Law/Court of Appeals Main Ref
http://www.library.ucsh.edu/databases/ West’s Encyclopedia
DISTRICT (UCSB faculty/ students only) of American Law
COURTS [Instructions for finding | KF154 W47 1998
FS court cases by subject
FSupp West’s Federal Supplement using digests is on the Oxford Companion to
Main Ref KF127 F434 reverse side of this American Law
guide.] KF154 096 2002
Also full text on: Main Ref
LexisNexis Academic : Legal Research/Federal
Case Law/District Courts
http://www.library.ucsb.edu/databases/
(UCSB faculty/ students only)
CALIFORNIA
COURTS West’s California Reporter. 1960+ West’s California Digest | CalJur. Third
CalRptr | JK 8781 A5 C38 KFC 57 W47 Edition.
Main Ref Main Ref KFC 80 C29
Main Ref
P2d Pacific Reporter.
P - 1960 ONLY [Instructions for finding | Witkin. Summary of
KF 135 P2 Annex court cases by subject California Law. 9th
using digests is on the Ed.
LexisNexis Academic: Legal Research/State Case | reverse side of this KFC 80 W5 1987
Law/California guide.] Main Ref
http://www.library.ucsb.edu/databases/
(UCSB faculty/ students only)
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FINDING COURT CASES BY SUBJECT USING DIGESTS

Court digests are large multi-volume sets that list court cases under broad subject categories that have numbered (key number)
subdivisions to represent various subtopics of the broad legal subject area. For each court decision there is a paragraph description,
the name of the case and the citation to the volume - court reporter - and beginning page number where the case decision can be
found. Digests have detailed subject indexes called Descriptive Word Indexes. Begin your subject search in the Descriptive Word
Index, which will lead you to appropriate broad categories in the digest volumes for cases on your topic. **Digests are kept up to
date by pocket parts inserted in the back of each volume to add the most current cases to appropriate topic areas. Always check both
the main volume and the pocket part to get all cases on a topic.**

TO FIND A US SUPREME COURT DECISION
1. Use the United States Supreme Court Digest (MAIN REF KF 101.1 U55) to identify cases on your topic:

a. Look up your topic in the Descriptive Word Index of the US Supreme Court Digest. Find the digest topic and key
number.

SAMPLE:
MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS

COPYRIGHT. Copyr8 DIGEST TOPIC
Infringement. Copyr 66 /
Evidence, weight and sufficiency. Cop G)/KEY N U M B ER

Partial invalidity of statute. Statute 64(2)

b. Look up your digest topic and key number in the appropriate volume of the Unites States Supreme Court Digest.
Identify case name and court reporter citation.
SAMPLE:

COPYRIGHTS & INTELL. PROP.

66. Musical works.
U.S. Pa. 1975. No license is required by the
Copyright Act to sing a copyrighted lyric for ones

own gratification. 17 U.S.C.A. § 1. ---Twentieth CASE NAME
Century Music Corp vs. Aiken, 95 S. Ct. 2040, 422'\
U.S. 151, 45 L.Ed.2d 84. COURT REPORTER CITATION
An orchestra or individual instrumentalists or (vol — abbrev. of court reporter title - page)

singer who performs a copyrighted musical com-
position in a public place without a license is an infring-
er and the entrepreneur who sponsors such a public
performance for profit is also an infringer, direct or
contributory. 17 U.S.C.A. § 1(e). ---1d.

2. Locate the text of the court decision in either:
US--United States Reports (MAIN REF JK 1561 U5)
LE, LE2d—United States Supreme Court Reports. Lawyers Edition
(MAIN REF JK 1561 U51)

TO FIND A US COURT OF APPEALS DECISION and a FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT OPINION
1. Use West’s Federal Practices Digest, 4th edition (REF KF 127 M635) to identify cases on your topic. (Same procedure as above).
You will find two levels of federal courts in this digest. You can tell which is which by the reporter citation:

Federal District Court decisions-- Federal Supplement (FS)

US Court of Appeals decisions-- Federal Reporter (F, F2d, F3d)

2. Locate the text of the court decisions in the appropriate reporter.
West’s Federal Supplement MAIN REF KF 127 F434
West’s Federal Reporter MAIN REF KF 127 F4

TO FIND A CALIFORNIA COURT DECISION
1. Use West’s California Digest (MAIN REF KFC57 .W47) to identify cases on your topic. (Same procedure as above).

2. Locate your case in West’s California Reporter (CalRptr) REF JK 8781 A5 C38

The Davidson Library complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Legislation. If you require the information in this
publication in an alternative format, please contact the Information Desk (893-2478) or a Library staff member.

Updated 9/06: Lucia Snowhill, Law & Society Librarian, Phone: 893-5383 E-mail: snowhill@library.ucsb.edu

I:\research guides\law\caselaw.doc




	TO FIND A  CALIFORNIA COURT DECISION

