
Saga of Association Journals

Association of Environmental and 
Resource Economists (AERE)



Journal of Environmental Economics 
and Management -- Elsevier

• Founded 1974
• Affiliated with AERE in early 1980s
• Became the top field journal in 

environmental and resource economics
• Currently US$1619 per year for paper 

copy
• Built by the labor of members of AERE
• Virtually no compensation to editors or 

association through 1990s
• Generated significant consternation in 

AERE



2001

• Exploration of starting new journal
• Obtain bid from CUP for new journal
• Elsevier offered significantly more lucrative 

terms for editors
• Association still got nothing
• Decision not to sever relationship



2006
• Exploration of new journal bridging 

academics and policy community – not a 
substitute for JEEM but a complement

• Bids invited from different publishers
• Chose Oxford University Press
• Journal owned by AERE
• REEP started publishing in 2007
• Listed in ISI 3 years later (tough to get in ISI)
• First appeared (2009) as the #8 (out of 247) 

economics journal based on impact factor
• Consistently been in top 5% of economics 

journals



2013 Impact Factor – Economics
(out of 333 journals)



2012
• AERE revisits decision to start new journal
• Multi-year discussion
• Bids solicited from a number of publishers
• University of Chicago Press selected
• JAERE started in 2014
• Dumps JEEM
• JAERE owned by AERE
• Material for first issues solicited from 

highly visible members of profession
• Seems to be successful (150+ submissions 

so far this year—compared with 400 in 
JEEM)



Lessons

• Risks, particularly in the short run, are high 
from a new journal

• Associations, more than individuals, should 
have long-term horizons

• If you have the membership and following, 
starting new journal can be effective

• Try to get cited early on – come out with a 
bang


