
 

 

The UCSB Library uses the Library of Congress (LC) classification system. This system organizes 
books and other library materials by subject, to make it easier for you to browse the shelves for 
materials on a specific topic. Library of Congress call numbers always begin with letters of the 
alphabet. This system is organized into 21 main classes which are designated by letters of the 
alphabet.  
 
It is possible to search by call number in the library catalog. The partial outline below may also 
be useful for browsing the shelves:  

    * A -- GENERAL WORKS 
    * B -- PHILOSOPHY. PSYCHOLOGY. RELIGION 
    * C -- AUXILIARY SCIENCES OF HISTORY (GENEALOGY,  
    ARCHAEOLOGY,  BIOGRAPHY, ETC.) 
    * D -- HISTORY (GENERAL) AND HISTORY OF EUROPE 
    * E  -- HISTORY: AMERICA 
    * F  -- HISTORY: AMERICA 
    * G -- GEOGRAPHY. ANTHROPOLOGY. RECREATION 
    * H  -- SOCIAL SCIENCES 
    * J  -- POLITICAL SCIENCE 
    * K  -- LAW 
    * L  -- EDUCATION 
    * M -- MUSIC AND BOOKS ON MUSIC 
    * N -- FINE ARTS 
    * P -- LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
    * Q -- SCIENCE 
    * R -- MEDICINE 
    * S -- AGRICULTURE 
    * T -- TECHNOLOGY 
    * U -- MILITARY SCIENCE 
    * V -- NAVAL SCIENCE 
    * Z -- BIBLIOGRAPHY. LIBRARY SCIENCE.  

Visit the Library of Congress for the complete classification system: 
www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/lcco/ 

Each book is given a unique call number chosen according to the LC system, and the books are 
arranged on the shelves in order by that call number. 
 
The following call numbers are in order as you would find them on the shelf. Note that the first 
number in the call number is treated as a whole number (PS25 comes before PS132) and that 
the second number is treated as a decimal (G294 comes before G38).  

About Call Numbers... 

PA    PS     PS      PS       PS 
2143    25    132      132      1163  
R24    F12    G294    G38     B26 
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